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isbcnl Musmtan Comes Home!
;,' To See His Twins After
i Completing Motion ic='
| ture At Republic Studios.

sren Lo people of this city) hés!
ireturned to Mount  Amy  alter!
¢ompleting a  motionpicture af

Republie  studios in o Hollywood, !

Calif., to visit his wif8 dnd a mtq
of twins horn Augugh 14.

The father was Taking part in |
the filming of a’sceme entitled, 4
“Goin’ Down The Road FEEHJI]
Bad,” when he was handed a |
telegram te]lmg him of the buth;
|of the two E%—pﬂu‘ud babies. The )
{twins, a.boy and 'a: g'.lrl are name:l |
I Donald ar}d WEnda Joy
.~ The 14 musician had heen_‘
;’piaying‘.w"ith the Tennessee Ram'_'i

blers at radio  station WBT,},

| Charlotte, for - several months |
prior to .his trip to California a |
® weeks ago. Elmer, as one ﬂf'
the stars of the Jf:ring- bamd, ap-|
peared with Gene Aufmey in tht'
western fﬁ'd_tlllﬂ, ‘“Ride, Ranger,'
Rldﬁ L r

Warren Retums ).

|I:
i

Elmer Warren (or Garnet War-: |



‘F id(_f_{i_;;j]i{fi_If"__ﬂkrr;jﬁn — A4 Mount Airy Native

Briarhoppers Getting Together

BY K.J HERRIER

“1 have had three heart atiacks and
muitiple byvpass surgery,” the former star o
the Brigrhopper radio program said Thi
sdav in a lelephone interview fran Charlotis
“But 1 still like e get ou! on the st2ge anc
jump around the microphone a= maucl
Carl

Thal enteriainer. a voung 76. 15 {arnetl
“Fiddhin" Hank™ Warren. a Mount Airs native
who will be one ol the featured periormers
this weekend in The Charlotte Country M
story, The tribute bo Carglis TR .
played an important role m oeziiv counirs
MUSIC iz sponsored by the N O Arts Couneil i
Fl-ﬂl‘t.!]l,"]’!‘il‘!-&]_l'n'- iwh 5porit Sguare of Charlofte

There will be twa conceris, tonight and
Saturday evening Both will  fealu:
recrealons ol  the {amed WHT oo
“Briarhopper Show ™ with the onginal cast
including Warren

In addition to the Briarhoppers  the
Charloite event will bring together among
others. Rill Monroe. legendary Father of
Bluegrass. Arthur Smith. Snuaffy Jenkin.
Homer "FPappy™ Sherridl and the Tennezsee
Hamblers

“All the seats have been reserved for the
saturday show.” Warren said. the pride
evident in s voice CHetween eighty and
ninety percent of the seats have been sold For
Friday '

The former Granite Citian and his fellow
Briarhoppers will perform for one hour. from
8 to 8 o'clock. at Spirit Square tonight “with
other acts coming on after us.” Warren said

“Saturday mght. we will perform for one
hour Bill Monroe will be the second aet ™

Warren has been described by peaple in the
business as "“one of the mos! versalile of the
Briarhoppers.” his fiddle or even standing on his head Made Movie With Autry

He joined the favorite radw program of Few listeners realized thal Warren had
thousands of Carolinians in the late 19308 or  enough formal training to play with the It was 2 long road from Mount Airy to
early 19405 and became not only the group's  Charlotte Svinphony, or that his skill at siph Charlotte for the versatile entertainer, whose

o
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Fiddlin® Hank Warren, as he appeared with the Briarhoppers in th;el 19408,

fiddier but their baggv.pents comedian  Teading  allowed him e acl as  the AkVear career in entertainment has included
Photos of the band from that decade feature Briarhoppers" musical director during the a movie with Gene Autry.

Hank — made up with freckles fake glasses  busy davs following World War 11 when

and blacked-out teeth - culling capers with  composers deluged the band with song sheets tContinued on Page 14A)

|f"'|_..l- j = =T F 1 k] e e - =




Hank Warren's son, Roy, was a guest on the Betty Feezor
Show recently where he displayed this “afghan” which he
designed and made.




Jetfcaster Salurtes...

Hank Warren, who celebrates 42
years with the company Thursday, is
photographer and darkroom
operator for the Jeffcaster, also
turning out prints for WBTV Promo-
tion. Hank (whose real name IS
Garnett) was a member of the WEBT
Briarhoppers al the height of their
radio program in the 1940 and still
plays dates with the group
throughout the Carolinas and other
slates. Hanks wile, Inez, i an
accomplished artist who sometimes
does paintings from photographs
laken by Hank.



Garnett And Inez Warren

sunday afternoon friends and
relatives of Garnett Benton and
Melissa Inez Turney Warren
heiped the couple celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary.

The couple's children are Don-
ald Roy Warren of Charlotte,
Wanda Joy Thomas of Mint Hill,
Barbara Jean Carlsen of Bountiful,
Utah, Larry Dean Warren of Pine-
ville and the late Bobby Alton
Warren. The Warrens have six
grandchildren.

Mr. Warren, 72, retired from
full-time work at WBTV In 1974,
where he had been chiel photog-
rapher. He also was “Hank"™ on
the Briarhopper program on WBT
radio. The five Briarhoppers are
together and play for schools and
churches. Warren works® part-
time as a photographer for
WETV. He began work with WBT
in 1938 and is still on the payrc:]l
there.

Mrs. Hopper, 70, went back to
school in 1966. In the last 14 years
she has worked in sales at Ivey's.
Mrs. Warren also has been work-
ing on an old dream of hers — ;_ :
painting. o !

The Warrens, who married = '*;I
Aug. 10, 1931 in Hillville, Va., at- ,._“ %
tribute their “long and happg,r : j,q
marriage to love, respect, honor {? :
a.nlil the ability t}[: u.m«:l~<:r~.'ahalrnl:||i1I the i
other and work our problems
out.” They live on Dunaire Drive. The Warrens In 1931




BOB LEWEROME /Sra

S0 that’s how you do it

Bain Elementary fourth-grader Kyle Jolly, 9, 'heips Hank Warren, bluegrass music during a Grandparents Week celebration on
12, of the Briarhoppers band, as the twd joined in playing Wadnesday at the Mint Hill school.




Homespun
:alent focus
of festival

By JAMES FARRER
Fosr Thet Hitwrs ofd Obuprvr

It wasn't really an wnusual sight
n a summer Saturday afternoon:
diverse crowd of young couples
3 Lig-dyed T-shirts, businessmen
1 lies, senior citizens and foredgn
xchange students listening to
luegrass music and sipping cool
rinks.

But this scene took place in
lowntown Raleigh, a site that
pore often resembles a ghost
wm on weekends,

“I think it's neat,” said Tom
fadger of Raleigh. “There's a
eally interesting mix of people.
They ought to have more like it

Badger was one of about 1,000

& who gathered in the shade
M the oaks on Moore Square and
Fandered through Lhe

o i

reslorned
S i S L 175 LY '|1.' l'-"
Fﬁ]w music and crafts of the
e at the ArtsPlosure Heri-
~ The shade, a conl breeze, cold
Irinks and ice cream helped the
lestival visitors endure the 95-de-
free lemperatures  while they
sampled & smorgasbord of biues,
sluegrass and folk singers as well
15 Mike Cross’s personal brand of
nusic and humor.

The festival, which continues
oday, was the first major event in
he #.4 million City Market resto-
ation, the eornerstone of the
ity's downlown revitalization of-
orts. The Cily of Raleigh asked
ArisPlosure officials to hold the
estival downbown to attract new
enants and the public to City
darket, festival orgamzers sajd,

*“The focus of Lthis festival is on
he traditional music and crafts of
he Piedmont with an emphasis on
iorth Carolina pottery,” said Di.
ne 5. Bothwell, acting director of
MzPlosure.

She said that the art of makin
oflery was passed down
amilies in the region and that
1any of the potters at the festival
‘ere relatives,

Glenn and Lulu Bolick of Le-
oir, members of an old pot-mak-
g family, demonstrated tradi-

onal pattery spinning techniques

Lol plsets by Jennaer jr..-.-..
Fiddlin® Hank Warren of the band called Briarhoppers uses his bow in a different way to
Sec HERITAGE, page 224 entertain the audience at the Artsplosure Heritage Festival
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By TONYA JAMESON
Staff Writer

Garnett “Hank” Warren, one of
the last surviving original Briar-
hoppers, died Wednesday morning
at Lakeview Living Center.

Warren, 88, was the fiddler for
the Briarhoppers, a legendary
string band that performed live on
WRT radio for 30 years. The band,
which played throughout the Caro-
linas, regrouped 20 years ago and
tours the country.

Warren fell ill about four years
ago and hadn't played with the
band since. But that doesn’t mean
members won’t miss “Fiddlin’
Hank,” who could play a fiddle and

riginal Briarhopper
Hank Warren dies at 88

do a bird imitation at the same

time.
“Hank is the best comic fiddle

player that any of r
us have ever seen,” &
said Roy “Whitey” |
Grant, 81. b
Warren was a h
native of Mount
Airy and used to
have jam sessions
with Andy Griffith,
who plays guitar,
Grant said. About
four years ago, Warren started
missing notes and decided it was
time to stop playing, Grant said.
Warren suggested the group re-

Warren

place him with 54-year-old Dwight
Moody — a young 'un by their
standards.

Warren is survived by his wife,
Inez Warren; two sons, Roy War-
ren of Monroe and Larry Warren of
Pineville; two daughters, Joy
Thomas of Mint Hill and Jean
Carlson of Farmington, Utah; a
brother, Jack Warren of Mount
Airy; six grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren.

The funeral will be at 11 a.m.
F:riday at McEwen Funeral Home
in Mint Hill with the Rev. Grady
Faulk officiating. Interment will
follow in Evergreen City Cemetery.



Garnett “Hank” Warren, 88, of
Charlotte, died Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17, 1997 at Lakeview Living Cen-
ter. :

Funeral ser-
vices will be 11
a.m. Friday, De-
cember 19, at
McEwen Mint Hill
Chapel with Rev-
erend Grady J.
Faulk officiating.
Interment will fol-
low in Evergreen
City Cemetery.
The family will re-
ceive friends from 7-9 p.m. this eve-
ning at the funeral home.

Mr. Warren, better known as “Fid-
dling Hank", was a native of Mt. Airy,
NC. He was a musician and photog-
rapher, retiring after 40 years service
with WBT Radio and WBT Television.
He was a member of the Briarhop-
pers Band which was formed in the
1940's. The band traveled through-
out North and South Carolina, playing
in schools, churches and orphan-
ages. He was a member of the Pho-
tographers Association and the Musi-
cians Union.

Survivors include his wife of 66
years, Inez T. Warren; two sons, Roy
Warren of Monroe and Larry Warren
and his wife, Toi of Pineville; two
daughters, Joy Thomas and husband,
Edwin D. Thomas, Jr., of Mint Hill and
Jean Carlson and husband Jay of
Farmington, Utah; one brother, Jack
M Wiaeenn of Mt Airv. NG six grand-




JEFFCASTER

Veteran Briarhopper |

“Hank” Warren Dies

One of WBT Radio’s most
popular and widelv-know retirees,
Garnett B. “Hank” Warren, died
December 17. He was 88 years old.

Known to countless thousands
across the Carolinas and elsewhere
as “Fiddlin® Hank.” he was one of
the original members of the legend-
ary WBT Briarhoppers. The
Briarhoppers performed on WBT
for 30 years, later regrouped and
continue to play around the country
today. “Hank™ was noted for his
humaorous contributions to
' Briarhopper
performances and
for his ability to
coax a haunting
melody out of a
carpenter’s saw.

In addition to
his musical
talents. “Hank™
served as the company photogra-
pher, chronicling station events
and visiting celebrities from U.S.
presidents to Hollywood and TV
stars. For many years, he provided
almost all of the photographs
appearing in The Jeffeaster,

Survivors include his wife of 66
years, Inez T. Warren: two sons,
two daughters, one brother, six
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.
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