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FOREWORD

One crisp September day back in 1933, a small group of unknown
musicians stepped up to a WBT microphone and played a spirited hoe-down.
This was the first broadcast of a walented musical group which was to become
the nationally famous "Briarhoppers”, known and loved from coast to coast.

Every day, six days each week at 4:30 P. M., the "Briarhoppers” sing
for an average audience of 450,000 WBT listeners, under the sponsorship
of Pilot Life Insurance Company. Almost every night they are seen and
heard in person at some southern school, church or other COmmunity Center.
Millions have come to love their gay instrumental numbers, the fiddlin® of
Elmer (Hank) Warren, the songs of Fred Kirby and Claude Casey, the
duers of Whitey and Hogan, the friendly and talented bassist Big Bill Davis,

and the cheerful wit of their announcer, Kurt Webster.

In this book you will meet the “"Briarhoppers” and their families. To
those fans who have never seen them this book will be a personal intreduction.
To those who know them it will be a treasured souvenir of a fine group of
people who for over 15 years have brought pleasure and inspiration to

millions through music.

CHARLES H. CRUTCHFIELD
General Manager
WBT



The Websters—Kurt, Mita and Bueich

Kurt Websier 15 a perfedt example w0 prove that @ smile goes a bong, long way.  His sunoy
dispoaition and Simicte Irseradlinea incpeases i wide crcle of freends and Heners ewvery day.

His namon-wide suootss dt o radio announcer 5 i surprising when one learns that he s
just fulfilling hix boyhood wmbition o be o fop flight radio man, Bt put his whaole heart inco
his work thercfore he B vy popular wich Briarhopper fani.  He enjon working with ihis
time group af boys.

Eonirr srerced s radss carees im 1938 e WMWY A im Marcinavelle, Voo From chere he went
in WHIR in Knoxville, where he was Program Direcior.  Luier he moved down ithe sireet to
WINOX and finally wartime cifcumstanies bfought him do WEHT. Ho wile, N, had always
wainied 1o fve in Charlotie and ihey have pooved ithey mean & by hu.i]J.ing: a lovely new home
a ligele way out in the country fram the Queen City.  Kuont loves his home and family which
condists of Mita, "Buatch”™ and a hitthe hlack hall of fur codker spaniel. better known as “Sampaon”
twho @ the real boss in has Family ). When Kore s oot at WBT he in moss likely at home
praceicing his newed hobby of interor decotation

The whole madion i3 femilisr with his revival of the old une “Heartaches™, which %t in
fotnon  chain reaction of desife for the obd tunes thae it enll in mobon Dufng s peak of
populbsriy he appeared o Vex Pop and Anthor Godfrey's show and the “Heartaches™ record
saled exceeded SO0 copbet.  Adide from the Hril:happer: Show Kam hdi a very pﬂpﬂ]lr
shew called “Whar's Cookin'.”

Mext o being ot hame winh his family Kurr's biggess thrill is sasooncng for and working
with the “Briarhoppers”. To him there i3 po single star in the group, he feels each member
it & folk muosic geoios and lowed all of them
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The Cosey Fomilp=—=Cloude, Mike, Ruth end Leon

Clagde Coey oo ot of the mos unasoming of rebo antdy, snapodbed, onaiieos] and a
Jewored Buiband snd futher. Bocn almost o the shadow of WHT s tranimee o the wmall
town of Eocdee, & C—Chisde’s plewsing persosalicy and b rendiciony of romanns;  balisds,
have waken him chrough o vaned cideed in the enteftsipment woild, from eaily school day
programs, theough cadio, stge and soresn appesrances, e has presend plice 43 oo of WBTs
rop [aghe performets and MGM recording arvise.  For ibe past gighe vears he has been o member
wf the famous Briarhopper outfit.

In his voath he was @ whic &1 playing the harmonica, bur changed over 1o the paitar for
e paresiuler reason a1 all exoepr char he febr like o Arcand hiv sixscenth barchday he faocd
e microphone for the first time, pliving hiv gaiter o WETM. Dasvelle, Ve  He didat sing
af all rhen, Bor s be began wo cotemuin o0 wodial affairs around the country, his hamming grew
louder nadl evenraally it became seal wnging and yodeline. From this posot ke made a guns
appearanie on Njod ir.'f-ﬁ dgnarsar peogram where he was o big woocess and walked away with
a vomrract oo moar with one of Mapoc's unite  Most of you will pemember the Republic pictere
“Bwing Woar Paneci, in which Claude appeared wich Pappy Cheshize, Yera Vaguee,
Sherman, Luala Belle snd Seoory, and Dale Fyvans:  Also Clavde is the composer of over a hundeed
somgs which have won him fame thioughout the nation. " Juke Box Gal”™, o-wrasen with the
pateomally known (omposcr, Mel Fores, i3 aa cxemple.

Clapde aad hiv wfe, Rodh, along with thewr rwo sons, Lege and Michoel, make their home
in Charlome, X, . Ruth bails from Johniscn, % €. and though she mudh poefen o pemaan 5
the backgpround of Cloudes carcer, fricndy keow thar she is ahe inperenion for many of Clioden
i hdevemene in life.

Claude, im Full Regalia



Fred Kirky Family, left ta right, Patricia, Mildred, Evon Fred and Disane.

Fred was borp in Charlotee, M. G, on July 1%, 1910, His father, the Rev, D, T, Kirby, wis
3 Methadise miniseer amd ir weas e wha starved Fred on his snging Cafeef. i i% cady oo uncers
stind '?-I"-| Fred knows i many of dthe well-lowed ald hymins and why be enjovs singeng them 1o much.

Fred stareed his sadio career ar WIS in Codumbia, 8. €. on his aevienleeiih E||||'.-||':.|.!.'_ ansl
adter cight moaths bs dreams were fulfillesd when ke sedurned o his herchplece, Chasloree, and
sarnes fus Girst program on stenon WHT. Theee he mads & grcat hit for more than en years
unti]l ke deified off o the big Cary o Fhal itlphia, Pa., whe Fe warked for a FCAr oM T
tatponi—WIP aml WEIL From she norchlasd, Tred rambled back i the Caroling, whese he
nermil had faleoirs oo eneertaimng hidvdeners aover Searicds W HREIG in Crroonshora, M, O, WOSC i
Chardewon, 5, O, back i WIS in Codunibas, and hen e WYWNE in Mahewalle, Tt wasa't long
ustil Fred was back ar WBT again, where he meocived a beary welcome and enjeped anoshier
few years bebode he wis off Ofde mone

Fred anid Don Whie fened Ugr as g foam amd dareey] sngeng on tbe MNasa's Starion—W LW
in Lincianats, Uhio, where chey remamcd for a vear before Fred and Don separaced chedr pare-
-'-fl'-h'l;'- From Cincinnati Fred wenr o W L, Chicage, o sar o che Mational Barn Dasnice fog
fmode than a year; ehin be worked abour & year st WD, anocher Chicags statmn

In 1940 he seveived 2 call from the big boms ar KMOX, S Lowiis, Moo, who liked his waork
and odiered hom a job.  Fred enp .'_'i o mighty swell Vs these: amd for his suctesifl offores
in selling sewveral mullson dollars in i raising fupdt foor the Red Cross, Mile o
Lhmed and osher orgamizstions, be wai swarded special cilations from ihe U, 5, Lo mament and
e 5o, Lowis Chamber of Commernce,  [n recognitins of hai work, Fred was abe afficially ramed

The BMarion's Victory Cowboy™.

Im 10943 Feed metufned w0 WEBT, And now holds the o ndtion of being the figs petsan
o WET w spgesr on feleviion.  This premsere pecformasce ecourged on Seneember 19,
A3k, at Consnmueion Hall, Wakiamon, [ ( Fred i3 married and has theee children. Parricia,

Diranse, and Fvon Marie

Fred's hobbics are spom s geacrdl snd wriing songs.  His biggest hir, o you koew, o

relemse gn MGM Bocoed 13 "God Made This Comatry”

the preat —Auomic

Fred Kirby

Fowet™, Hi next song

Fred is aix foer wall, 190 sahd pouncs, brows cres amd Black hale Bur mmods mmpareend of all, Fred &5 § pood-ogtored fellow who Winl

o & friend o everyone
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Rebecea, Whitey, Wanda, Polly, Yvoane—'Whitey's Family.

WohEeT, wihwos real naame ox Hoy Ceranc, was B ahetby. ML Al . 1 Froom
the gime b was @ttt be loved the old sonps. wich az he amd HII_I;“I" shg Beday.  He alio has
vyl quere a few songs homself.

Whitey b married to a lovely lady, white name is Pauline, bur as evervone calls hee “Pally
that 3 the neme she chooses. Whieey snd Polly have three lovely dsugheers, YWwvonne Ruth,
Kebecca Ann sed Wanda Pauleme.

The firm radio peogram Whiey ever did was in Spartanburg, 5. € From there he wen:
p WGENC in Gastonaa, M. . 1':'|--|'|I!t:| apmd s {J.||-|||'|' are mowm nr;k"_-“.: therr home in Chas
boere, M. G, whete he does his daily choses on WEBT

Whiney's hobbaes are bunting and fishing. He makes logs of pride in his guns and rabbae
LhES. -‘Ifb-'lth-l'_r_i'l.'l':. enlid |='|i.=":'lh!. of Whitey's iz r!'!ﬁ"l:ill_l,! Rt T e | T ] &l Pacrolmen He Encws
quite a few. The hobby bhe lkes best & reading fan masl from his frends. and mettine them.

Ay meoat all of Whicey's fans know he plays guitar and sings lead in & doer known s
Whitey and Homn™ they sincerelr hone woun eniey their sinetne on record and on the s



The Hogoni—Asrval, Evelyn, Patricis ond Carclyn

HI:-HJ.II fhrval A, MHogan) was bofa JII|:| M. 19E], oewr Hobapeville, BN (., an Grakam
Councy, amd spent Mo ol b |:|:|'|I1|_'pJ-|] days sn Mnslicwa, M. He did hid figs eadio work
in Gassonis M. €. and from there jodned the Brisrhoppers snd i #6ll enjoying working with
this fine group of fellows, He plaps mandolin and sings weor with the duo, Whitey and Hogan
His favorite spors are hunting and fishing =nd now has a hobby of raising hensing dogs and
chickens. His doy st pecicnt are Sposy, Spot, Hunt, Beownic and Beagle, He was married
December 23, 1936, w Evelyn Mumphries of Telfosd, Tenn., and has the two children Parricia 9,
snd Carclyn 3 years. He is very peowd of his family and enjoys mewt of all being with them
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Bock row: Left to right, Bobby, Hank, Incz. Fromt row, left to right, Roy, Gene, Jay and Larry.

ln the summer of 1926, when én unkpown younguer named Hal Kemp was directing &
dince band ar the Terrsce Howel in Hendersonville, M. €., ancther Caroling lad, alse destined
far {ame, was playing the violin in a dance orchestra at mear-by Highland Lake. He was Elmer
Warren. a student ar the Summer School of Georgia Miliary Academy, and he was w become
WET:s “Fiddlin' Hank™, fiddle samacss, hillbilly comeden, an indispentable human  clement
in almost every WHBT musical program and—as if that were not enough—a phomgrapher o
ronsderable tabent.

Mr Afry, N. €., was the sene of Hank's boyhood and there he received his firse violin and
pought his firse camera.  The violin was & gift from his parcnts who also provided private
lessons.  The camers was purchased by Hank, secopd-band for 73 cenx.  During school days
he played vialin in the high school orchestra and in a siccesston of dance orchestras. At Summes
school of Georgia Military Academy he earned all his mition by waiting on tables and playing
in a dance orchesira

in 1931 Hank married his childbood sweetheart, Miss Iner Tormey of Me Aary, and - serrled
down o non-musical work in an industrial plane.  But music called insimently and alter a few
years he resigned to join the "Bloe Ridge Moumaineers”, a traveling troupe playing one nilghe
stands in West Virginia, Virginia and the Carolinas. In 1936, he joined the “Tennessee Ramblesy
who wete playing on WBT and in 1937 appeared with them in 2 Gene Autry movie, “Ride, Rangers
Ride™. In 1938, he began his peesent association with WET's inimitable “Brizrhoppers™. Ia
addition he lends his indispensable fiddlin’ o "Carclina Haypride' and "Carolina Calling

Hank lives ac 1933 Central Avenue in Charlome with Mrs, Warren and cheir five childres
Hobby, 1%, the rwins, Roy and Joy, 11, Jean, 9, and Larry, 5. His photographic bobby, which
rarced with the second-hand, Ti-ent “Brownie”, has developed 1o the point wheee ir calls fou
a complete dark room and several fine camétas ingluding Hank's favorie Specd Graphic. Ana o
his happy family Life. fadic wark, personal appearsnces snd his photography leave haen with reme
on his hands. he can always relax with his fiddle and the thousands of songs “he kncws

Incidentally, all photos in this book were made by Fiddlin® Hank.

Elmer ‘Warren |Hank!



Bill in the Good Old Days

As Big Bill Davis is the oldesc member of the Boarhopper ofganizsbion, duite a  munib
of things could be smid abour him. (Born in Davidson Coonty, near High Poast, M. L)

Bill's father was & music reacher, and in thote days these wene not many stadents, so moncy
was quite a problem to gee.  Bill wanted o leafn to play 3 fiddle o hit dad borrowed a wiolin
amd bepan to teach ham. Bill being s young, be dosn't remember much abouwt these lesaons
By the time Bill wasz 10 years old he had sold hairpins encugh to order hum a fiddle, but when
the fiddle arrived the pede had broken off in shipping. To Bill this was very disappointing,
so bt made him a fiddbe ot of a cigar box even making his own swings, 5o his playing starced
from what you mighe say “scrarch”.

H}' the ime Bdll was 14 he had ed a CORTHTILIRAEY b, P A:,';n:_\_"' whar was known in
those davs as Serimg Music, He played bead fiddie & it was called in choese deys, Bill also plape
in a brass band, using his ox and cat to go 10 band pracese. a distange of about three miles,

||n]_||:| Ball i imbd s rﬂ-q,l!f".'-l-\.:."l:lg.a!,' |':J.'!.';|I_I.:. i all VS afl EFGLEDE, bBamids and archesoras
“ow Bill is plaging string bass and bas done muoch theatre, concert and symphopy woek

Ag most of the “old mmen” will remember Bill was the lesder of the famous program  Bill
Davis and Hit Cotron Blossoms”, over WET many vears ago, which Fred Kirby first appeared on.

Although Bill is mof 2 simper on the Brisrhopper Program, he has been in chosr worc most
all of his lite, sioging in chornses and male qoamet which is kpown as the Davis Brothers, It is
earimaned the quareet has wang fof more funcrals than amy orher RECIEY, To chis, Bill is YTy
pearelul ke and his hrothers could help oue 0 many of their friends and cheir families in eime
af bEreavement,

Mast, and hq:i: .‘:r:. .l.l. H'.:! YVE !-!Il,' RIECEE Eroaip of fellows hl:" huas EVET WOIKSd W ith
the one wnd only Brsrhoppers, and be should koow as he was a member of the band when
it was organized.

“Big Bl Dawis
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Hank, Kurt, Hogan, O. F. Stoiford, Whitey, Clowde and Fred.

Briarhoppers Wisiting Home Office of Pilot Life Imsurance Company, Greensbors, M. C.
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JUKE BOX GAL
Clawde Cozey ond Mel Foree

You weed o be my lovin' honey

MNaw you only wang my moocy

Juke Box Gal, I'm & rellin' youe o by
Yo used o po for o licte enusgen

Maow you g For piner buggin’

Jake Box Gal I'm a ecllin’ you gusd-bye

We wsed o warch the moos ad srars
As they would shiss above

Mow you pa for the cockiil bars

And somebody else’s love

Yo used e go for my fomancin’

Mow you go hor midnight dancin’

Juke Box Gal e a ecllin’ you goosd-bye,

Ured by Permiggion.

Eecorded by Clasde Casey
an MGM Reoosd,

—FA-EINEG IH DREAMS
Clowdes Cosey and Mel Foree

P'm liwing in dreami sinoe Tlast you
Just drifting on Life’s oy sed

I've paid for the hearaches | cavied you
The world halds no sanshine for me

I koow ic's oo lare oo Be sorry

My life hodds no furure it secms

L6 now Il go on broken Bearced

For darling I'm living im dreams.

I'm living in dreams of che pass dear
Wik nethiag by soerow (B view
tow | have no plans for the fuiure

If I can’t go om loving you

Yoo wok all my bopes for momorrow
When yoa shateesed all of my shenes
I gambled on love and | lost you

50 darling I'm living in dreama.

Used by Feraiinms,

Becorded by Clasuds Loy
on MGM Rewmod.

HEARTACHES AMD FLOWERS
Matie and Words by Fred Kirby

Hearmaches and flowers,
Laugheer and tears
Lowing you always,
All chrough the years,
Clode to my heart, dear
Tou're in scheme,
Hearsches and [lomers
Loched in my dreams

Heantgibrs and  1bowers.
BWEET M-
Blue sky and waer,

Im yusar eyes | see.
(hoeans af rears, aml

A wodld Full of jov.
Heartaches wnd flovsces

A girl and a By,

Heartaches amd flowees,
Oa e the end,

Yoz ame the sumlbighr

I am che hlsad
Moanlight and toses,
When day is Jone
Heartaches and (lowis
Yiug wre cthe one,

Eeorded by Hoy Acuti
on Cofumbis Bevord Mo, 29005,

THAT ALMIGHTY DOLLAR
Wards and Music by Fred Kirhy

Oh ket almaghey dollar will make you o
ichal

ar

Buc it won's help yom my brother, when yua

v Ao hﬂ E‘n‘n mnlfl::n:d

v can send all your i amd ing
by the Boar i

But i won't help you dear beother when yos
done luid a and died

Gimme that old time religeon, gimess ehae
ald time reli

Mow that will kelp you becther when you
dome liid down and died.

Oh, char almighey dollar, will make you

fich and jolly
But it wos't belp you my brocher, whes
you dane laid down and died

You can go to char parey, and from your
e charch tlf:l eandy,
L Er wonT brocher, when
dose Mid down sod dled. | T
Gimme dhar odd eime feligeon, gimme thar
" t:-ll;:iI l-imt_urcgiﬁmn
ow, that wi p you beother, when
dooc lald dows and died. T

(., thar almighey dallar, won't go w chusch

with father

And noching he'll be mkin', when he's dope =

laid down and died,
Oh, that dellar s & sinner, the penny o a

i gocs o r Sunday, whi
dollar rolls wway. o, . e

Giemme that old tme selipeon, (Gimme tha

o ot B

Mow thar will becabser, wiken
dock Luid down and 4-rd. ™

Oh, thar almighsy Jdollar, will
callar : T,y

Bat it won't belp you my brother, when o
dane laid down amd disd
You an go w cherch on Sunday, and cessin’
N _tl] day MIH-I ay ki
I 18 won'c p you my beother, whes
" done id down and died.
Gimme that old time relipeon, gimme char
M MMWIFLI beoa
oW, I oW hex, when
doon Mid down aod ded "

Recorded by
Fred Kitky on MOGM Rewmed and
Milton Emes on Decca Becords

WRITE MY NAME OM Tl'li BOOK
Words ond Musle by Whitey ond Hoges

I ask rhes Lond niy sins oo borgive
Al wiite my name there an the

I wanr i weoee wath the hand of Jesus
S0 it will ne'er be overlooked,

Chiomus
Ot Loed | kneow thae dhou arr willis
Te detase and freely make me w
%0 write my name cthere on the good bowk
Im grear big woeds of shining pold.

Uh Lord | keow eny sins see fosgiven
And washed away in the ssced nock
%a help me walk in the path of Jesus
And keep my name these on the book.

Ll dear sinner wonn Youd el Ehe Saviour
To cheumse your soul fromn sindul care

S when the book it opened up yosder
They'll find your name iz wrietes there.

Since Daddy
7

HEAYEMN SEEMS BRIGHTER
{Smnoe Daddy and Moiher are There;
Words and Music by Wherey and Hegan

e day Mother called s nogeehes
And speiking with voior soft and low
Told ui that Joas was clling

And char she was resdy o go

These wards we pever have doubasd
For dhe wad @ worker we knew

The life she Lived daily before us

Hee children, cach day that we grew.

Mow Mother is liveng in bhoaven

A plice where the angels abide
Shouting and singing the praises

Far it now by her uide

Scan 1 will sec their tweet faces

The bemuries of beaven we'll shase

For heaven scems brighter, much brighaer
Senee Daddy and Mocher are there.

They bedr this ofd waorld with it sorrows

The hearraches and kot blinding cears

Prayers chac they prayed snll are liviag

And will through the ages and pears

Motber and Daddy have lefr us

Our burdens alone we must beas

But, hewven scems beighicr, much brighrer
amd Mother are these,

CAN'T 51T DOWN

Who's dar yonder dresded i red

It gy ke the chiidren thar Moses Jed
Whos dar yonder dressed [n whete

It musr be the children of the Tsraslire

LHORUS
| wan'i ssi down
Sl down I can't sit down
St doewn | ocan’e a3 down
Brosuse | jusz gor 1o heaven and | can't
wr down.

1L LT

Wihe's dar yonder dressed i Blee

It st be the pied ones coming eheough
Who's dax yosder doossed in brown

It muiz be the bad ones going down

Whea's dag yosder dressed in bladke

It mast be the children uraing hadk
Wha's dar ponder dressed in wihie

br mgse be the childoem of the lsraclic,

Reworded by Whirey and Hogan

JESUS AND MOTHER
By Trey L. Martin

Wihen Mewher was calbed s than Lis! Beagh
ansl Fair,
| promised s Jey W mert ber up thene
MNow I'ms o ey way oo chae ciy of gald—
Where every thing’s Besutiful, eathang
Erows ohl
_HUMELI%
Wlammng hor o, yol wWashing bor e
Ia aher besutidul Bogse beyond the blue we;
When | reach chac beigw ciny,
What wlory ‘twill be oo Fisd
Jewas and Mocher there waiting Fue i,

Desir Daddy has gose 0o hat bome long s,
He's ugr thene with Jesas and Mother | ksow:
I have many dear friends I'm bonging 1o soe—
In tha hoavealy home, thee 't waiting for me.

Lagynighe by Mooy L. "l%:lﬂ Pablishing L
Lrrecnshorn, ¥, O

Lived h P s aram,
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