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The Imprint Of t Voice Of Long Ago Is Still There

Charles H. Crutchfield is retiring.
That's the story.

It might as well have said that
Carolinas radio is being suspended
indefinitely.

The two, Crutchfield and Caroli-
nas rmadio, are inseparable in the
psyche of generations of Carolin-
ians, Morth and Sowth.

Many of us were reared with
Crutchfield, WBT, cotton, corn-
bread and the family Bibhla as
assurance that life would ba more
than tolerably sustained, during or
aftar the Graat Depression.

Our spirits were never 5o low, even
in the days of 10-cent cotton, that
we could not find solace in the
basstoned confidence of
Crutchfield and the Briarhopper
Boys that another day and Crazy
Water Crystals would carry us
through,

We ware, thanks to his perception
of our rural chamistry combined
with a restlessness for a place in
the sun, @ family tuned to a
dependable voice—WBT

It became our Woice, DUr security
blanket, our fireside patriarch, our
bedtime solace, our morning
tonic,

Forty-four vears, beginning in
1933. Most of us think it cannot
ba and the youngest of us might
say, “Who's he?”, for the voice
" has not been commonly on the air
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for some decades. Yet the imprint
of it is there, for thoss with
memorias, in programming sensi-
tiva still to communities, large and
smaill.

The Crutchfield public service im-
print remains, if diminished in
radio by modernity’s decibled de-
mands in music styles, To a larger
axtent it was transmitted by tele-
vision, pioneered in his life’s mid-
season, as first, to introduce and
sustain  that medium’s claim on
fidelity to Carolinas” interests.

Crutchfield, unmistakably, was
there, as both WBT, WBTVY and

Wit= g,

Program manager in '35. General
manager in ‘45, Executive Vice
President in ‘52, president in "63.
And then, of course, eity, state
snd national interests laid claim
on time and talents as did the
radio-television industry.

You wolld never know that thiz
was the man who never figured
David Brinkley, pleading for a job,
could make it and 5o sant him on
hiz way. Certainly he would not
seem the sort who would let the
difference between $85 and 5100
a week for the services of not one
but two peopla stop him from
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hiring talent. But Mr. amd Mrs.
Andy Griffith sre, undoubtadly,
glad that he did. They took their
5100 a-week ambitions elsewhare
end managed to make it

If Charles Crutchfield finished caol-
lege his resume doesn't show It,
but he has won his honorary
doctorates and the accolades of
multiple-degreed educators eand
leaders of government and in-
dustry for his contributions in all
these areas. Ewven Brinkley, who
dropped out of high school, would
probably credit the Crutchfield
rejection with much of the im-
petus supplied for his success,

Well, now he is retiring, the press
relesses say, but that cannot be as
ominous as it sounds.

The ealls letters, WEBT-WBTV, are
unchanged and-—as long as they
raimain—the Crutehfield stamp will
be upon them. With every station
identification it will ba there &
long as there are people instead of
computers calling the signals.

That means our Carolinas identity
will survive, our security blanket
will not soon be consigned to the
ash heap and that Bill Bailey and
his fine tooth comb will indead
come home, Briachopper style, de-
spite all the dessrved doctorates
on hig wall.

*

Contributed by Al Munn
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Crutchfield:

A Man Of Guts

And Conviction

BY STEWART SPENCER, EDITOR
The Charlotte News

Mow and then an institution will
ber idemtified with the name of one
marn. So il 8 with Charles H.
Crutchfield, Jefferson-Pilot Broad-
cagling and, indeed, radio and
television broadeasting in  this
PEFIOI.

Charlie Cristchfield las been on
board since the days when WEBT
was a single radio slalion owned
by CBS. He has shepherded the
company’s growth from those
early days until today, when itz
operations touch four major cities
and embrace right stations and a
production and data systems divi-
sion. He presides today over a
company with a repulation not
merely for health but for gquality—
quality of programming, quality
of personnel, quality of concern.

Charlie Crutchficld’s mfluence has
reached beyond the everyday
world of his work. In the broader
field of broadcasting in general, b
has maintained a keen and articu-

Mr. Crutchfield receives
gavel as incoming presi-
dant of the Charlotte
Chember of Commercs
from George Broadrick in
Decambar, 1970.

STEWART SPENCER

late fnterest m the eredibility of
television as a medium and as a
provider of, news. He has main-
tained an outspoken interesl in
the obligations—ani the virtues—
of the American business syvetem

Hiz energies have heen poureil as
well into voluntesr work for his
city, his state and his nation, The
list of hiz involvements consumes
fawvir, |r|||§| aE“gln.spm;ml pages.
They touwch the arts, education,
religion, commerce Everywhere
they refl=ct commitment, every-
whire CONEPTRL,

A person who kuows him well
uses these words to describe him:
Grasp, sensitivily, genuine human
concen, convietion, guls.

He is, says this person, a man “to
whom people instinctively turn,
and in whom they feel con-
fidence . . . .7

It is the ultimate mark of Charlie
Crutchlield that the people who
know him best admire not only
his achievements. They admire
him. And they will miss him
greatly in his retirement.

What Others See In CHC

MeFARLAND

“Through the yesrs, you heve besen 8 courageous woice for
enhancing the service which the broadeast industry mencers fo tha
American public. Your support and encouragement for a high
maral tone in programming is particularty to be commended,”
=Richard E. Wiley, Chairman, Faderal Communications
Commission,

“The story of CES iz the story of strong leadership amoag $trong
affiliates—affilintas led by mea whe were willing to take a stand
and fight to develop o new industry, to give it standards, to give it
direction, And you, my friend, wers one of the outstanding
leaders, | will never forget how you not only steod with me, but
put your shoulder to the wheel when the gaing was rough.” =Dr.
Frank Stanton, former prt!.'idu:nl. CBS, Ine.

-

“Charlie Crutchfield is easily one of the ten greamst men | have
ever mat,"” = Evangelist Billy Graham.

“Thare is no deep-thraated, dulcet-toned baritons to replace you:
there is no Toscanini-at-the-Typaweiter o fill the vold. Brosd
cating B not as m‘d a5 it should be, but it i far batter than it
would have been without Charlie Crutehfisdd to keep it in the right
direetion.” —Jack Harris, president, KPRC, Houston,

“You're ratiring? After only 48 vyears in the business? What
happened to the ald Crutchiiald who always welcomaed a fight, and
pEt when he's needed most? We go back a while together, and tha
sssociation is trepsurpd here.”” —5a] Taishof, Chalrman and Editor,
Broadeasting Magazine.

“Whon yvou spand 48 years working, you build a monument 3
lgqve behind, Your suecess in brosdeasting, especially at WEBT, is
your monument. You're a special persen to all of us," —Govemor
James B, Hunt, Jr.

“Im @n mge when the titrnice and the great auks of tho media have
baen following the fashionsble thought of the self-proclaimed and
wif-appainted intellectual establishment, you have dared 1o be
unfashionable! You have absorbed & great besson of history, and
that i that alehemy, burning horetics, the divine right of kings and
the mecessity of fending off witches wers sl ncluded at one time
or another in  fathionable thoughts.” =Syndicated eolumnist
dankin Lleyd Jones

"As a rasult of whaet you have done, you have rendered services of
the highest walue to our section of the natiog, and have become a
living legand in the broadcasting field." —Formar LLS. Sanator Sam
o Ervin, Jr.

“Evory time | think of you {which iz aften], | fesl batter about
America’s future. Your work is 8 real, discemible force in Amarica
and far America.” =Dr. Kenneth MoFarland, suthor and lecturer.

“Your eommants, parcepilons and crificisms through the years
hawe done much to fashion the conscience of American broad
casting, Mever before has that conscience been so much needed.””
—Arthur R, Taylor, former president of CBE, Inc.

“Saur personal integrity shone through every position you ook,
and when one differed with you on policy it was a difference wnth
an honorable man” —Dr. Wesley H. Wallace, Chalrman, ATVMP,
LNC.
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It All Started Way Back Yonder In 1929

(Editor's note: The following is a
script of a tape-slide presentation
at Southern Pines on Octaber 11,
1977 when Mr. Crutchfield was
presented the Earle Gluck Distin-
guished Service Award by the
Morth Carolina Association of
Broadcasters).

BY LARRY HARDING

When the man we honor today
began his radio career, three out
of four Americans now living
hadn’t yet been born,

Charles Lindberg, only two years
garlier, had made the first trans-
oceanic flight, and the same year a
pot-bellied, pigeon-toed “man-
boy” cracked 80 home runs to
become the idol of a hero-
worshipping nation.

Wall Street crashed that year, huri-
ing the poor into deeper poverty
and many of the rich out of
skyscrapars to suicide.

D. Eisenhower was an
lisutenant

Dwight
obscure first

in an

A. HITLER
equally obscure Army, while
across the Atlantic a former

German  Army corporal of un-
certain  ancestry was dreaming
maniacal dreams which—when
realized—would come within an
eyelash of snuffing out the lights
of humanity.

The year was 1928, and radio
itself was a new-fangled ereation—=
scarcely more than a half-dozen
years old, Few could envision its
phenomenal growth and the role it
would play in  shaping the
thoughts, actions and ambitions of
a8 nation composed mainly of mer-
chants, millworkers and farmers.

Down in Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina, a wavy-haired, deep-voiced
voungster strolled into a radio
station WSPA, spoke a few words
into a shiny new microphone and
began a career which was to coma
within two years of spanning a
half-century.

. )
ROOSEVELT

Charles H. Crutchfield moved
geross the Carolinas in those de-
pression years of the late 205 and

early 30s—going to Greenville, to -

Charleston, to Greensboro, 1o
Columbia before landing one Sep-
tember day at WBT in Charlotte.

"Hiz pay, for 60 hours of announc-

ing -and related duties at WBT, was
$20.00 a weak.

“When | was offered the job", he
is fond of recalling, "It was a
take-it-or-leave-it-and-let-us-have-
your-decision-right-now kind of
proposition™;

“1 took it”, he seid, " and was
glad to get it. FDR had told us
that the anly thing we had to fear
was Fear itself, but those of us
with families knew better. We
feared am empty belly, and the
thought that the federal govern-
ment owed ws a living. had just
never crossed our minds.”

Crutchfield worked as if an empty
belly gnawed at him constantly.
Mot content with announcing, he
turned to programming, and dis-
covered @ natural flair for it. In-
stinctively, he knew what people
wantad. He wat a born showman,
and a salesman of no mean ability.

"Charlie Crutchfield was the first
man | know of'", remambars for-
mer Mew York Times critic Johr
Crosby, “'to sit a listener down a
a microphone across from him in a
studio and., tall the man about the
product.” The result was not only
that the man bought the “pitch™;
50 did the audience—and “‘per-
sonal salesmanship waz born on
radio™,

Crutchfield's abilities quickly
caught the eye of management,
and he was made program
manager. Quickly, the Briar-
hoppers were formed, with
Crutchfield himself, “Charlie
Briarhopper”, as emces.

Peruna, or "Pee-Rooney" as
Charlie Briarhopper pronounced
it, was an advertiser. “The stuff

EISENHOWER

LINDBERGH
sold like hotcakes"”, says Mr,
Crutchfield. "My mother for ax-
ample, who was a tee-totaler and
wouldn't let even a glass of wine
in the house, usad to drink it like
water. What she didn't know was
that this 'Fee-Rooney” was about
40-proof. She—and about half of
the Piedmont Caolinas=—went
around with half-a-buzz on most
of the time, but they were happy
—as were we all.”

Other Crutchfield stories have
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been told wntil they have the
flavor of legends.

In 1935, WMr. Crutchfield—
conscious that the few surviving
Civil War veterans wera now in
their S90s—arranged to have a
group come to WBT to be inter
viewed, Their appearance marked
the first time the famous "Rebel
Yell” ever appeared on radio.

Crutchfield, while busy building a
talented staff, kept his hands in
the announcing end. When Presi-
dent Roosevelt was late for his
“Gresn Pastures” address in Char
lotte, Mr. Crutchfield ad-libbed to

the entire CBS Radio Network for

55 minutes awaiting the Presi-
dent's arrival.

He also decided to broadcast a
wedding—the marriage of two
former slaves, a 92-year-old man
and an 8%9-year-old woman. After
the Cergmaony, Crutchfield
grabbed the groom by the arm,
stuck a microphone before him,
and asked him what his plans
wrrg, The graoom replied:

"'n"{:ung man, |'m gonna qmt tom
-cattin’—settle down—and raise me
some young'uns to take care of
me when | get old.”

As Crutchfield continued to im-
provisa, radie underwent major’
growth at WBT. During the 10-
vear pariod from 1935 to 1945,
the station went to 50000 watts
=full powaer . . . the Rangars Quar-
et went on the air, a full-time
sports announcer, Lee Kirby, was

hired . . . Sandy Becker was signed
.. . Russ Hodges wWas
hired . . . the Johnson  Family

joined the staff, as did the Golden
Gate CQuartet and the Dean
Hudson Orchestra . .. and Dr, L5,
Mathanael Tross, a Negro minister,
was put on the aif to promote
better racial understanding. This
was back in 1939—two decades
before the national conscience
awoke to the plight of blacks.

interested in a new invention
called television, Crutchfield ap-
plied himself to learning all he
could about this new communica-
tions medium which was just over
the horizon.

When it came of age, he was
ready. He convinced the parent’
company—Jefferson Standard Life
Insurance Company—that TV was
the way of tha future, and coaxed
what then were enormous sums
out of the Greensboro firm.

W2TV signed on the air in 1949—
the Carolinas’ first television sta-
tion.

Crutchfield’s interests, which al-
ways had extended beyond broad-
casting, reached full flavor after
the advent of television. Public
affairs and industry leadership oc-
cupied much of his time. He be-
came a founder of the Maximum
Service Telecasters, Secretary-
Treasurer of the CBS-Television
Network  Affiliates  Advisory
Board, president of the Charlotte
Chamber of Commerce and a di-
rector of the "United States
Chambar, a member of the Ma-
tional Population Commission
(appointed by the President) and
chairman of the Communications
Committee, ~Chairman of the
Board of the Salvation Army,
Morth Carolina Chairman of the
Radio Frees Europe Fund Drive,
and @ member of the Research

(Cont'd an page 8)



CBS News President Louds Crutchiisld

Salant Recalls Correspondence With Thoughtful, Perceptive, Selective Man

(Eaitars nete: Following s &
shighth-adited talk given by
Richard 5 Salant, president of
C8E Televigton News, at dhe
October 28, 1977 mesting of
e Narth Carnoling Assocuaied
Prazz Brogdicasiers Asociairon
i Agheville),

| am here tonight for ome
reason  only—one overwhelm:
i, SuUrpasiEng réason—name of
Charles Crutchifield. Charles iz,
and has been for all these many
years, @ truly groat broadcaster
=g man who koows what
broadcasting, and [tz special
responsihilities are all .about,
and has dedicated hes life to
n:.ﬂfiting hig, and ki frationg’,
ichaals.

Az sll CBS affiliates know,
Charles and | hawve had 2 rum-
ning dialogue—as neutral a
word as | can find—sines the
day | becama President of the
CAS5 Mews Division more than
16 wears ago, [n my capacity as
head of CBS News, | had my
first latter from him on Febru-
ary 10, 1967—less than a weak
after | became President.

And incigentally, in thar ferer
Charles suggested that we do a
closed circuit 5 o'clock news
feed for affiliaves” use in their
lecal news, That suggestion was
adopted and  implemanted,
And It wasn't the last time that
vwat adopted a Crutchfiald sug:
gEElion.

That first leiter, as | say, was
datod February 10, 1967, Tha
last—or rather most recent—
cne | had from Glulrla_: Weas
dated exactly a month ago—
Septembeor 29, 1977=a gen-
erols letter praising one of aur
news glaries and the condust
of CBS News porsonnel, to
which | replied on October 3,
nating how woleomea his latter
was and writing “I'm a little
disturbed—if you and | kKeep
writing these love [etters to
each ather, peaple might milk."”

Well my romarks tonight aren’t
a love letwer. but they ara o
deciaration of lowve. And,
Charles, if people want to 1alk,
lat “em.

February 10, 1881 1o Ocrabear
3. 1877—that covers an awiul
lot of Merritory and an awiul
lat af Wistory, [ttle of it good,
mast of it bad. In preparing for
this avening, | ressacd all the
earfEpondance batwasn
Charlas and me that remained
mn our hiles during that entire
periced. And so | relived tha
periced and the terrible praumas
through which the country
wmnt and the anesome prob-
lerns and responsibilities that
the avents of _those vears
ploced on all In  journelizm,
particularly on ws at CBS
e,

In our correspondence, Charles
and | managed 1o Touch on &
great part of that history and
those problems amd that re-
sponsibility. And, the letters

With Edward R. Murrow at Douglas Airport

SALANT

and wiras dealt with tha raw
merved  istues—Vietnam and
Watergate. It coversd so many
things—the Haynsworth ap-
pointment; - Martin  Luther
King; ::_H:llil;ical. student and
civil rights demonstrations; the
Volce of Amearica; the ue of
the word “'goddam™ by fome
|:|-|I I:I"le irl.‘.tr'l."il,-:wr:l:s N AEwE
broadcasts; nudity—miore  or
less; bysynossis: who would get
copies of which of our letters;
the differance betwesn news
reparting and editorializing;
wihwthar it it proper ever o
include background, interpre-
tation and analysis in hard
maws=| think vyes; Charles
knows no; and so on, and so
o, and Son O, E!l:'.-m. oF U,
to the earthe-shaking issua of
reowr miuch per foot CAS MNews

gught to charga in salling naws
library film o CBS affiliates

Fundamental issues of the time
and fundamental issues refating
e good jl:-u:na”srn—ail wrire
coverad by that corre-

spondenca—iomatimes  guiatly
and somaetimes violently, some
tmas philosophically and in
good humar, sametimes emo-
tionally and in ill humeor, con-
silerably more often than not.

Charles oand | disagreed—
vigorouwsly,
What surprised me=and it

thouldnt  have=as | went
through what in one letter to
Charles | referred to as “'tha
langest dialogue in capiivity™
—i% how often Charles 1ook tha
me to write letters of praiss
about some of the things we
did. That reminded me again—
and | shouldn't have nesded
remind ng=that Charles is not
B kKneo-jork, but however pas
sionate  in  hizs  baliefs, a
thoughtiul, rercoptive and se-
|etve mmean.

In his leriers, Charigs was the
master of many things—
sloguence, wit. and persarvare
ance=—a nica word for stub-
borness, outmatched only by
ry ohwn stubbarmess,

e

Cne af the paradoxes of the
dislogue Charles end | hed with

eaon other was that each in owur
awmn way was, and is, dedicated
to & war against advocacy jour-
nalism and to the prezarvation
af what he and | both regard as
the assance of good journalism
—objectivity, accuracy, fair
ness, and freedom from bias,
We both recagnized—explicitly
—that one cannot always

achigve those goals, but it is
gssential to try with all one’s
enargy and dedication.

In going throwgh all the corre-
spondance, | didn't count the
numbar of times=—but thers
woere saveral =when each of us
wrote that this was tha and,
v d never write again, and this
was your final letter, or my
final letter. Bt it was all too
stimulating. It was all oo im-
partant. It was all too good for
dach of s and so our faravwall
sppearanced were like Sarah
Bemhbart's—wa kept on refurn-
ing. The carrespondence con-
tinues right to the present, For
which I'm exceadingly grateful,

But no matter how tense and
testy our eorrespondence be-
came, a sanse of humor naver
totally fled ws, There was the
time in Jupe of 18988 when
Charles wrote me, dropping a
very important name in the
veorld of business—but then he
added "1 am not trying to
impress you with my name
calling proclivities. | have somae
real bums for close friends
also.” And then thete was the
relativaly  shert letter from
Charles In Apell of 1871 in
which he added a postseript
praising omne of our post
Presidential special analyses as
wall a5 a Savareid documen-
tary

"My pecretory just said
that sha hopes your secra-

(Cant'd an page &)

With U.8. Ambassador Charles ‘Chip’ Bohlen in Moscow



What It Was Like In Radio - - Back In The 30s

MANY FOLKS NOW SAY

NEW PE-RU-=MN A

¢ gl ; e ] e The Grpal Hew Cold Fighter often
S EAMONBRES | WINS A FIGHT WITH A COLD
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FROM THE PAST

Clockwise, from upper left, as
announcer in 1933; at WRDW
in 1931; with the fabled Briar-
hoppers in 1939; a surprise
birthday greeting; an offer |
from NBC which he could, |
and did, refuse; with famous |
animal trainer Clyde Beatty. .\
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A World Traveler. .. An Innovator... And A Wim;

Showing off new color camara to Mr. Bryan

‘Have You Not Learned Great Lessons From Those Who Disputed The Passage With You?'

(Cont'd from page 4
tary won't faint at the
brevity of this letter.”

To which | replied:

“*Dear Charlie: | am die-
tating this lettar flat on
my back: my secretary—at
a sultably removed dis-
tance—is faking tha dicte-
tign flat on her back=—wea
bath fainted but we are
hapgy.™

It i imposuble to reflect the
full flavor of all of this corre-
spondence—which 1 enjoyed
ag¢¥nn more in the rereading in
the last couple of weeks. But
what iz important is that beside
all the argumentation and the
occasional excassas—uiually
mine—=there amerges from the
letters, alter all, a desp respect
which graw into ganuineg affec-
tion, and a commonality of
objective in reaching for the
hest in journalistic practice and
poliey. | hope, and | like to
think, that on the wultimate

pringiples of what pournatsm
should be, Charles and | waors
in toual agresmant.

This exchange of correspon
dance was, in fact, good for
me, good for all of us at CBS
Mews, All thoughtful eriticism
i: Charles’ was—most of the
time=particularly  thoughtful
and partieularly sloguont and
so particularly good for us. As
| wrate him on December 2,
19686, in response o one of his
threats ol to write me any
more;
And beyond this Charles ax-
prassad an ingpiring and benign
philosophy  which, | beliews,
underlay all aur discussions.
Charles summed it all up in a
letter dated June 28, 1863, to
a friend with whom he dis
agread, and he sant me a copy
af the |letter in which he con-
cluded with the marvelous san-
tance:
“Men are never o likely
o settle & question rightly
as whan they discuss it
freely, ™

And then In a better on May
13, 1978, Charles wrote me
this: “"While in Miami several
weoks ago, | ran Bcross a little
paragraph in one af the papers
which | clipped and sawed
which goas this way:

‘He haz lived long enough
to gt his Emper pretty
wall under contral, and 1o
understand that the world
stage I3 not peopled only
by villains and horoes, but
mastly by weall-
intintioned persons daing
the best they can. In such
& maturing process, ong's
ugular instincts tend to
diy wp, A man sees efforts
one way by the blazing
righl: of the noan day sun;
im twilight, the shadews
are softer. ™

And then Charles went on to
write: | am now in twilight,
and find this to be 2o trus and
yat, | have never viewed our
differences as parsonsl ones—
anly professional, | like to

B

Barbad-wire barricade in repressive Moscow

think thatwe have done battle
in the sense that Walt Whitman
hzd in ‘mind whan he wrots:
‘Hove you laarned lessons only
of thoss who sdmired you and
were  bencder with you and
stood aside for you? Have you
mat learned great lessans from
thota wha braced themsalvos
agninst you and disputed the
passage with youd"™

Indeed, | have learned greal
laszons from you, who have
braced yourself against me and
disputed the paisage with me.

I found that there was an
EnQMMouUs  amount o be
learned in re-reading our corre-
spondance—immanssly im-
portant lessops  about such
fundarmental things a5 Ruman
relations: the nutritious beng-
fits of free and open dialogue;
the workable relationship bes
tween 8 natwork mews organi
sation and the affiliates which,
after &ll, can be constructive
and aducational and even e

joyable=without surrender of
the essential prerogative of
gither slde; the  1eaching—
somawhat surprising—that
friendship and mutual respect
can not only survive, but be
nurtured by wigorous disagroe
mant.

There may even be a more
cosmic |esson ©o ba draven out
of all this=that i nations were
anly like Charles, respect for
the views of others, disagree-
ment  without bullying, dis
cussion without surrender of
basic beliafs can, aftar ail, bring
peace in our tima and univarsal
brotherhood does not depend
an  total agresment or ab-
dication of basic baliefs.

'l leave it at that—you can
take it from there if you wish,
All | ean say now i3 that | am
grataful to ywou, Charles. | am
admiring. Mever stop writing—
with that special Crutchfield
vigar and robustness,



Reminiscences... Recognition...& Just Plain Fun

*

THE HUMAN TOUCH

Hardly the formidable man that some
think he is, Mr. Crutchfield loves good
times and a good joke—especially
whan he's the target. Across the top, a
surprise packaga is unveiled as the
staff gives him a surprise birthday
party. At right, Jack Phipps recalls his
first meeting with The Boss. At center
and at the bottom, CHC relives the
past at gala WEBT birthday party. At
left, Mayor Belk proclaims today
“"Charles H. Crutchfield Day".

*

City of CRarlotte, “‘North Carolina

¥
E't‘ﬂ:’:lnmatmn_,
|
: WHEREAR, Chavles H. Crulsbdlald has besn dhisd snesi=s aifices o 1
I Juidlmpess - Pitht Broadisating Campiny fir §1 peicad el

HWHEREAS. %45 tastfdbllons and ibe coniribrdioss of the W0T wnilane
hnre gdded bmyraapnirdbly to the gualiiy of |8y in Charlotbs erd fhe Carclines
throigh autstanding nesn, sdiisriels Led ookl progesmmosg eed

WHEREAS, che sdlunis of My, Cragghfald hass hocegha s campany @ &

PrailaR 6 pre-3IRiREAES WA e Peaaddasl (ddeil fy aald Mdeen] reboas!
] aALeey o ah Charbaingg e

FHEREAS, r. Craehllald rogires oa Decambar 3] altar fittfally sarving
the AT slations ard his comoreinity, stscs el aation aiecs EFFL:

HOW, THEREFORE, |, fchn M. Baih. Mayor of Charicos, do sarshy
procluim Docembier 2. 1973 e

SLCHANLES B, CADOTCHPFIELD GAY"

o Charlotps, aad jamasesd rels sbparvance br our cfinme,

WITHESES MY MAND srd tha afliala]l Seal of e Clug of Charlavls thle Tigk
iy ol Momembse, [T,

Yodn M Rec o

I Taks b, Bl
iy

Many thanks o Carelyn Hiltelifie snd Della
Timsley for settimg type for this labloid, to
Henk Warren for sdeing ihe photographs, o
Monia Maki for the paste-up, to Harold Hioss
for peintmg i, to Mr. Jorgemson, Loondis
MeGlohon and Tommi Jones for all teey did
in wrranging s eveming amd 1o Pasleme
Wright for handling s many detsils s
expertly . — Loy Harding

L]

BY JACK PHIPPS

Back in 1933, | was very happily employed at WBT as
nighttime receptionist and standby musician (the
network lines failed often in those days and, upon
being buzzed by the engineers, |’d dash to the studio
to play the piano until the lines were restored).

The reception room was more like a living room than
anything else. There was of course a plug-in switch-
baard in one comer and, angled off from it, the desk
(with typewriter) where | sat facing the door and the
glevators, Otherwise, there was a comfortable sofa
slipct.ered in a flowered fabric, plus several arm-
chairs, and the indirect-lighting lampstands shining
against the white ceiling and the daringly-painted
raspberry-colored walls gave off a pleasant glow.

It was a favorite place for the wives of night-working
WET personnel to gather, since, in thosa early
Depression days, it was better than staying slone at
home and, anyway, the radio station was probably
the most exciting plece in town.

S0, one evening a couple of those wives and | were
chatting away when the elevator doors clanged open
and into the reception room strode a cocky, nattily-
dressed young man who introduced himself as Charles
Crutchfield.

He took charge immediately. He'd apparently already
been hired, but he pulled out a blank application
form from his pocket and, motioning toward the
typewriter, said: ""Here, how about filling this out for
me; my writing’s not so good.” | kinda flushed at
this, but, having been reared to be "a good, obedient
boy,” | complied while he turned his attention to the
two wives, who visibly melted under the spell of his
deep sonorous tones and movie-star geze.

| thought "this kid can’t last.” | don’t think he would
hava, aither, if his wife hadn't shown up a few days
later to bring him into line. And she tock him over
for sure several weeks afterwards when, without
consulting her, he paid two dollars for a pair of swim
trunks. From then on he had something like 50 cents
a week to spend. It must have been good for him
because he settled down to be a right decent fellow. |
even got so | liked him.



== CHC Chronology -~

Iull:j" 27, 1912:  Bom in Hope Arkansas

July 28, 1914:  Receives cap pistol for
birthday

Mov. 11, 1918:  Heceives shotgun for
Thanksgiving

May 30, 1924:  Finishes grade school

Sept. 5, 1927

tewm
Oet. 14, 1929:  Heging work ot W3PA
Oct. 14, 1930:  Fired from WRDW in Augusta
Oct. 14, 1931 Fired from WCSC in Charles-

tan
Nov. 10, 1931:
Oct 14, 1952

Sept 12, 1933:  Hired by WET as staff

announcer

Sept 19, 1935:

June &, 1936: Begins emcesing Briarhoppers

Aug 16, 1938:  Arranges for "' Rebel Yell™
biraadeast

Dec. 7, 1941 Dioes first foreign affairs
commentory

Dec 11, 1942:  Does second foreign affairs
cormmentary

April 1, 1'45: Mamed acting Greneral Manager
of WBT Hadio

Feb. 6, 1946:  Mamed permanent General

Manager of WET

Makes high school feotball

Marries ]::-l;qunl:n'n Willzams

Fired from WCOS in Columbia

Named program WET manager

{Sun goes into full sclipse)

(World War 1 breaks out)
{Armistice signed ending WW I)
{President declores day of

Mational Thanksgiving)

(Medieal insarance rates tmple
in South Carolina)

{Stock market crashes)
(Station manager receives Istter
of appreciation from President
Howver)

{Canunon at Ft. Sumter fired for
first time since Civil 'i'l-':tr}

{City of Spartanburg erupts in

mazs profest)

(Ft. Jackson woops come to town
for fiest time in 12 months)

{Grady Cole threatens to quit)

{Grady Cale threatens to quit)

{Peruna replaces grain alcohol
as Carolinas’ faverite beverage)

{Thought it was a Bourbon
commercial)

(Japaness bomb Peard Horbor)
{Germany declares war on 11.5.)

{CES zells WEBT to ] efferson
Standord Life)

{Joe Bryan lights a candle)

" Oeb 14, 1947

July 15, 1949

July 6, 1951:

Eleeted Board Chairman of
Salvation Army

WBTY SigAns On the air

(roeg tn Greece on Stobe

[hepartment Mission

Feb. 7, 1952: . Elected Exec VP

Mov. 3, 1953: Elected Batter Business
Bureau President

June 7, 1954:  Elected to School of

Aug. 16, 1956:

Jourpalism Foundation at

LNC-Chapel Hill
Selected 1o toor the Soviet

aion

Jan. 16, 1959 NMNamed Chairman, Bodie Free
Evrope Fund Drive for North
Carolina

Feh, 5, 1963: Flected president of company

Dee, 3, 188 [rwited to j:ui.rl Ll.'m.-lll:l:llu
T¥inner Club

Mowv, 4, 1970: Elected to Jefl-Filot Board
of Directors

Dec. 16, 1971:  Elected president of Chamber

Mar, 14, 1974

Feh. 13, 1975

July 9, 1977:

af Commeree

Appointed to National

Population Commission

Elected to 11,5, Chamber
Board of Directors

Announces petirement from
broadeast company

Dec. 2, 197T: Attends retirement party
nt Radisson
- Dee. 31, 1977:  Finally retires

{Gen. William Booth turns over
in hia grave)

(Jefferson Standard stock drops
18 points)

{Turkey threatens to resign from
United Mations)

{(Grady Cole threatens to quit)

(Mafia members go to the mattress)

{(SAT scores show immediate decline)

{Cold War intensifies. Khrushchev
has hesrt attack)

{Communiats elaim “censorship™;
Threaten a second Berlin Blockade)

{Grady Cole quits; Mr. Bryan
takes extended overseas trip)

{Club becomes known as Pineville
Dinner Clab 3 days later)

{(Overnight, Mr, Soles ages
10 vears)

{Six national firms renege an
plans to relocate in Charlotte)

{Becomes grand father for fifth

time)

{Mew York Stock Exchange drops
ton recard Jow)

{Engineers set off giant fire-
works display at Spencer Mountain)

{Staff Ecstacy Index hits all-
time high; Jorgenson, Babb
do nip-upsh

{tlr will he?)

Activity...Involvement...Service Highlight CHC'’s Career

(Contd from page 3
Committee of the Mational Associ-
ation of Broadcasters.

He was sant to Grepce on a State
Department mission in 1981, and

_in 1958 was the only broadcaster
in the nation selected to tour the
Soviet Union.

Activity . .. involvement ... ser-
vice —all have characterized his
48-year broadcasting career.

Recognition has come his way-—
and honors,

He is a charter member of the
Morth Carolina Broadcasting Hall
of Fame—joining—among others—
Billy Graham, Edward R. Murrow,
Grady, Cole, Andy Griffith and
Kaye Kyser...San Francisco
State University bestowed on him
its Broadcast Preceptor Award—
the only broadeaster in the nation
to be so honored . . . tha Charlotte
Bar Association selected him for
its “Man of tha Year” award...

Appalachian State University gave
him am honorary doctor of
humane letters, and invited him to

giva the commencement address
...the Charlotte Advertising
Club presented him its "Silver
Medal Award” ... the Charlotta
Exchange Club singled him out for
itt “Book of Golden Deeds
Award” . . . the Civitan Club gave
him its Distinguished Service
award and the Radio-TV Com-
misgsion of the Southern Baptist
Convention, ssarching the entire
nation for a man worthy of its
first “Abe Lincoln Railsplitter
Award” for broadcast pioneering,
reached into Charlotte, MNorth
Carolina and tapped Charles H.

Crutehfield for the honor.

The Meorth Carolina Assaciation of
Broadcasting is proud to have with
us tonight one of the great names
in the broadcast industry. Ladies
and gentlemen,the president of the
Jefferson-Pilot Broadcasting Com-
pany and the recipient of our

1977 Distinguished Service
Award—Mr. Charles H.
Crutchfiald.
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